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the workplace and companies are losing money on low internet security reasons. This
finding is important for future research on IM usage in the workplace as these college
students will join the workforce in the near future. Thus, new research is needed to
better understand the role of gratification opportunities, gratifications-obtained and
demographics in CMC preference in the workplace.

Despite the limitations, this research has successfully drawn 2 new gratification
opportunities dimensions: multi-functions and synchronicity for computer-mediated
communication mode which could be used as reference in future research.
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Technology today is transforming citizens from passive consumers of news
produced by professionals into active participants who can assemble their own
journalism from disparate elements. Many collaborative news websites which largely
rely on their users as information gatherers, editors, or commenters are available now
for such citizen journalism practice.

Collaborative news model not only means that a lot of people collaboratively write
and help edit the site but also means that the story itself is not the final product but
just the beginning of the story to be followed by people’s comments and discussions
of the story. And eventually, a complete view of an issue is presented to the audience
because many people are talking about it from different perspectives.

Wikipedia, the collaborative online encyclopedia, enables anyone to write and
edit entries and records all changes, creating accountability and a remarkably accurate
result. It has proved a great success. Wikinews, a new effort to encourage members of
the open-source community to test their skills as citizen journalists, is operated and
supported by the Wikimedia Foundation. The news site follows a similar set of rules
as the encyclopedia and anyone can contribute, and articles are written collaboratively
for a global audience.

This study is believed to be the first to focus on the Chinese Wikinews, set up on
March 13, 2006. So the primary purpose of this study is to document some basic data
of the early-staged collaborative news website and to make a preliminary
interpretation of the data. To achieve the goal of this study, the following five major
research questions are addressed:

1. What are the major types of news articles on the website?

2. What is the timeliness of the news reports?

3. How many reference resources are cited for each synthesis article on the
average?
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4. 'What is the frequency of updates for each synthesis articles on the average?

5. What is the percentage of original reports on the site? What are they about?

We randomly chose the date of May 29, 2006 and then all the 306 news articles
were printed out for detailed content analysis.

Altogether nine different variables were identified, including (1) country origin of
the news ---compared against the country listing in Wikinews; (2) type and category
of the news---compared and analyzed against the 10 categories suggested by
Wikinews; (3) length of news---a half-page measured as one unit; (4) number of
reference sources—-as listed at the end of each news article; (5) number of offline
reference sources-—-the hyperlinks provided by each reference source;(6) number of
photographs--- irrespective of format and size; (7) number of updates---the history
record of the news article edits since the first version appeared; (8) time span (days)
---the history record of the news article between the first appeared and the most recent
edited version; and (9) time span (days) of news published from the date of first
reference source to the first reference source of the first version.

The 306 news articles by the randomly selected date of May 29, 2006 were
content analyzed, which leads to the following conclusions:

1. The Chinese Wikinews site focuses mostly on Asian countries, with special
emphases on the Chinese speaking areas.

2. Out of the 305 Wikinews articles, political news ranks number 1 while
technological news number two followed by societal news and financial news
categories.

3. By measuring the time span between the date of the WikiNews article
publication and the date of the first cited reference at the end of the news article,
we found that most of the news items on the Wikinews site were timely because
they came out on the site within only 1 day.

4. Out of the 305 articles, 98.7 per cent WikiNews articles were synthesis articles.
Only 4 articles were claimed to be original reports but the distinctions between
the claimed original reports and the synthesis articles are unclear because some
of claimed original reports also cite additional resources. The original news
reports had more or less to do with the wikinews site.

5. Itis a little surprising for us to find out that more than 60 percent of the synthesis
articles only have 2 references. We can safely conclude that most of the synthesis
articles couldn’t provide a more rounded and detailed report as the Wikinews
proclaimed because of limited references to contain all the available facts. Most
news articles in the Chinese Wikinews are comparatively short in length, which
is another indicator of the lack of in-depth of the news reports on the site.

6. The number of edits to the news item can reflect its popularity and attractiveness
but, on the other hand, it can indicate the incompleteness and inaccuracy of the
reporting. Analysis of the 305 news articles found that, on average, there are 7.1
times of editing updates per article. The minimum number of updates is 1 while
the maximum number of updates is 48. ‘

7. This study also found that only one third of the news repZ)rts were accompanied
by photographs. And a correlation analysis was also conducted to reveal the
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correlations among the variables.

This study is believed to be the first systematic study on the Chinese WikiNews
through a content analysis of 306 articles published by a designated date. Important
variables were identified for the measurement of the quality of the news articles. It
documented some basic data of the early-staged collaborative news website and
provided a preliminary interpretation of the data. The findings of this study will surely
benefit the future research of Chinese Wikinews or the whole Wikinews project.
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